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Oli Johns

I live in Lam Tin, a busy area of Hong Kong, which has a highway and a hill nearby which | run
up and down sometimes. | wander the city, eating in Cafe de Coral, drinking in Tsim Sha Tsui,
writing in Starbucks, and no, i won'’t apologise for it...it's peaceful, but there’s still noise, so
that’s why.

| edit and write stuff for GUPTER PUNCHER magazine, a free satire rag that some people pick
up from cafes, bars, and other shitholes across the city...I'm not sure if people are actually
reading, but I'm gonna assume they are. If they’re not, it doesn’t really matter, | enjoy writing it.

| printed a book of short stories and I'm still trying to sell the 900+ copies still sitting in my
bedroom — | made the mistake of putting negative quotes on the first few pages, so when
people look at it for a taste they don't really understand why they should buy it. | have sold a few
though, not a total write off...
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Larry Harrison, born in London in 1946, gave up a career as a heroin and cocaine addict to
become a cowman and yak keeper for the Tibetan Buddhist community at Karma Kagyu Samye
Ling, in Dumfriesshire. After working his way up to the post of assistant dairyman on a
commercial Ayrshire herd, he left Scotland in 1975 to work with disadvantaged children at
London's Clapham Junction.

Larry became surprisingly good at persuading children not to stand on the railway tracks at
Earlsfield Station. And he was able to talk them down from rooftops in Battersea, without them
bombarding passers-by with slates. To this day, Larry is relieved that he was able to negotiate



the release of everyone held hostage by Barry in the school unit. The Parks Department should
not have left an axe unattended within sight of the building, and had Barry not been so
amenable, the outcome could have been a good deal worse. (Thanks, Baz. What fun we had!
Sorry to hear you were done last year for kidnapping that Assistant Governor on D Wing.)

During Larry's subsequent career, as a university researcher on alcohol and drug problems, he
wrote Tobacco Battered, a BBC Radio 4 feature, and over fifty journal articles, academic books
and book chapters. He was appointed Reader in Addiction Studies at Hull, long a centre of
excellence in problem drinking, before retiring to the East Yorkshire countryside to make cider
and write fiction. Glimpses of a Floating World is his first novel.
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Mary Banks is a singer/songwriter/guitarist who moved to the south-west of England for the
solar eclipse, and stayed. Previously published in non-fiction with particular interests in
psychology, archaeology and the outdoors.
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Anne Lyken-Garner

First, I'm a freelance writer, then a part-time youth worker. | also work as a television supporting
artist with shows like Torchwood, Mistresses (UK’s Desperate Housewives), Skins (with
Slumdog Millionaire’s, Dev Patel), Casualty, Being Human etc. And maybe if you look carefully,



you'll see me as one of the Time Lords in Dr Who. In the past, | have been a Stage Actress and
played at the National Cultural Centre — the national playhouse in the capital city, Georgetown.
I've also been a model and even a missionary in my home country of Guyana in South America,
and have also had my own call-in radio show.

These diverse experiences and abilities help me to write better, at least that's what | keep telling
myself. My full length book which will be available through Year Zero is different from ‘Voices in
the Wall’ but expect a lot of the tension, horror and imperfections of human nature that this short
story has illustrated. The bad news is that unlike this short piece, my coming book is all real.
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Karine Levecque

Was born in the market town of Dorking in Surrey, and grew up in the comfortable, affluent,
middle-class of the stockbroker belt, a fact she gleefully embraces to this day. A professional
secretary and administrator by trade, she has been making up stories since trying to convince
her school teachers that the dog did, in fact, eat her homework.

In 2005, armed only with her imagination and her trusty Moleskine, Karine decided that having
written fanfiction for ten years, it was about time to pursue her dream of writing her own stories
populated by her own characters. To her delighted surprise, her early attempts were fairly well-

received (it wasn't just her friends being kind!), which gave her the necessary impetus needed
to continue in this vein.

Four years and several fortuitous accidents later, Karine stands on the edge of a breakthrough:
Year Zero. The time, the place, the future is right... right here, right now. Her full-length novels
Half Light and Ghost of A Chance are in development; and a series of novels featuring gay spy

Rupert and his driver and lover Garth, written in partnership with Angelo Levecque, is in the
planning stages.

Karine Levecque is a pseudonym.
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